Maria Rita
DVD “Samba Meu”

The other day I went to a Maria Rita’s concert, but she wasn’t there. That means, she was. She was there even more than ever. But was not who she used to be. I almost didn’t recognize in that brightly figure, the serious and intense singer I knew from the two former albums (and tours). It is not a problem to be serious or intense – there is time for sun, there is time for moon. But it seems that the voice owner had switched any key inside herself. And she wanted us to know that.
Well, more than the studio album which was the start point, the concert “Samba Meu” stated that: to tell the world that Maria Rita is another woman – and now, not only her sound, but her image. More full of life and more secure than she ever showed before. Sometimes showing the navel, sometimes the legs, she remembered the audience that music is also made by sensuality, it always was. Even more when we talk about Samba, about Rio de Janeiro. And they – sensuality, samba, Rio – were now the fuel.

It was with that kind of fuel that Maria Rita concept the concert, maybe her better one until now. It seemed she understood that the unusual beauty of her timber didn’t cause anymore the impact of novelty it had in the beginning so she needed to double the work. Perhaps because of that, she signed, as usual, credits of concerts’ direction, which had a great help of the filmmaker Hugo Prata.
Besides the classic triumvirate composed by piano (Jota Moraes, also arranger), bass (Sylvio Mazzucca) and drums (Camilo Mariano), which was responsible for the sound in previous works, instrumental texture now gained the force of acoustic guitars (Tuca Alves), cavaquinho and mandolin (Márcio Almeida). And, of course, of an incredible percussionist duo (Neni Brown and Miudinho).
Open curtains and the voice echoing all alone on stage, like a pray. Lyrics from Rodrigo Bittencourt send the message explaining what is all about: “O meu samba vai curar teu abandono/ O meu samba vai te acordar do sono/ Meu samba não quer ver você tão triste/ Meu samba vai curar a dor que existe/ Meu samba vai fazer ela dançar...”. (“My samba will heal your solitude/ My samba will wake you up from your sleep/ My samba don’t want to see you sad/ My samba will heal existed pain/ My samba will make she dance…”). The seven musicians start and the voice remains “carioca”, singing almost in a whole the samba album’s repertoire. 
It is true that the “kid” from São Paulo could also show up here and there, in the slots left by the girl from Rio. And even the “kid” from São Paulo sung during a whole set – not by chance, the one dedicated to the repertoire of previous albums Maria Rita (2003) and Segundo (2005), recorded still on “paulistanos” times. In one shot, she mixed “Muito Pouco” (Moska), “Pagu” (Rita Lee/Zélia Duncan), “Encontros e Despedidas” (Milton Nascimento/Fernando Brant), “Caminho das Águas” (Rodrigo Maranhão) and “A Festa” (Milton Nascimento, again). The new hit “Cara Valente” (Marcelo Camelo) made the bridge back to Samba, back to Rio. There is now the house of Maria Rita.
It is important to have that moment recorded. And Hugo Prata has done the job very well. He has caught a hot singer, ardent. And also an audience. What he got is that the concert made in 10th July, 2008, at Vivo Rio venue, could tell a history. For whom, nowadays, could not see this transition time of Maria Rita alive. Or for those who, in the future, want to better understand the steps of this singer of ours.
The DVD also features two special extras (with the shiny artwork of Luciano Cury): the video of “Num Corpo Só” (Arlindo Cruz/Picolé), directed by Hugo Prata and released last year; and a version by Maria Rita for the standard “Não Deixe o Samba Morrer” (Edson/Aluísio). That is the encore.
Ah, and it is never too much to remember that concert’s set were designed by Zé Carraty and projections by Karina Ades, Raquel Falkenbach and Tito Sabatini are used.
Marcus Preto

September/2008

Maria Rita

DVD “Samba Meu”

Release: Warner Music

www.maria-rita.com
